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By Susanna McBee 

WMhlntkmpo«t6UM Writs* 

The man responsible lor the 
JtFBI's controversial counterin- 
telligence program against ex : 
tremlst groups in the 1960s 
.was former Assistant Director 
William C. .Sullivan, whom the 
Hate J. Edgar Hoover ousted in 
1971, according to a Brandeis 
Unlversity/rofessor. » , 

John T/Elliff. an assistant 
professor of politics who has 
studied the FBI for the last 
three years, made the dis- 
closure in testimony before a 
Senate Judiciary subcomittee; 
, He also said that Sultivan was 
the source of another pro- 
i gram, the so-called "Huston 
i plan," which called for bug- 
ijglng. break-in, and mail cover | 
;j operations against radicals. 
1 Sullivan, who is now retired, 
J confirmed Elliff's comments 
:| about his role in the counter- 
intelligence program but said 
' he was not the "sole source" 
; of the "Huston plan." 

Elliff, who has written nu- 
Imerous articles on the FBI 
' and is now working on a book 
about the bureau, said Sulli- 
van's role in the counterlnlel- 
; ligence-dtsruption program is 
i revealed In two memos the 
■FBI relased last January. 

One, dated May 9, 1963, was 
written to Sullivan, then head 
of the domestic Intelligence di-. 
vision of the FBI, by his 
deputy, Charles D. Brennan. 
The memo outlined the ra- 
tionale for starting an FBI 
program to "expose, disrupt, 
and otherwise neutralize the 
I activities" of the New Left. 
I "It shows that the program 
! Initiated in the office headed 
! hy Sullivan," Elliff told a re- 
I porter after his testimony, 
fThe next day Director Hoover 
Rent memos all over the coun- 
try I nitiatin g the program, F .I- 
lJffTToten\ 
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The, seco nd memo, . da ted 
A phi 27, 197.1, also* was wrlt- 
ten by Brennan, then head of 
the intelligence division, to 
Sullivan, then assistant, to 
Hoover. That memo said the 
counterintelligence -programs, 
fwhich the FBI called COIN- 
TELPROs, should be discon-j 
tinucd "for security reasons 
because of their sensitivity." i 

Elliff cited a memo that 
fHoover sent to field agents the 
next day that said, "Ef fectlve j 
immediately, all COINTEL- 
'. _.« — s-*— » r — ^^* 1 

PROs operated by this bureau 
are discontinued." 

Sullivan, reached last night 
at his home In Sugar Hill, 
fN.H., said several FBI men 
working for Brennan thought 
up the program. "I had noth- 
ing to do with the thought be- 
hind it hut I approved it. 1,001 
per cent," he said. "And I was 
responsible for it." „ ■ - 

. Elliff told the Senate sub- 
committee he learned of Sulli- 
van's role In the 1970 surveil- 
lance plan that was named for 
a former White House aide, 
Tom Charles Huston, from, 
several interviews with Sulll-' 
van and with current FBI offi- 
cials. 

Sullivan confirmed Elliff's 
description of him as the act- 
ing chairman of the working 
group that devised the plan, 
which President Nixon ap- 
proved In July, 1970, then re- 
scinded five days later nt the 
insistence of Hoover, Huston 
has since said he told Mr. 
Nixon at the time that the 
plan was illegal. 

Sullivan said that the intelli- 
gence community represented 
oii the working committee was 
'concerned over the FBI's ina-, 
bility to solve "the bombings j 
an dJaUiRgfli , that were going; 
on at the time." 
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He Bald he suggesteoVreln- 
st iiteiiiuuC' of old techniques, ' 
Including burglaries, which the 

/FBI had used at least since 
1926 arid which Hoover had 
discontinued in mid-1966. But 
he said, that others on the 
committee advocated their 
reinstatement, too, and that 
the "Huston plan" was there- 
fore a group effort. 

"I accepted it as traditional 
government policy," Sullivan 

ifsaid. Hoover later told him he 
was worried that the plan was 

toV dangerous," and both he 
and the director outlined 
Hoover's objections In foot- 
notes to the plan itself, Sulli- 
van added. 

In his testimony, Elliff out 
lined a fascinating power 
struggle between Sullivan, 
whom he called the FBI's 
'.'leading intellectual," and Ho- 
over, who ultimately forced 
Sullivan to resign in October, 

1971. Hoover died in May, 

1972. j 
Referring to the counterin-l 

telligence' operations, Elliff 
said, "While Hoover approved 
those measures, Sullivan 
chafed under the director's 
other restrictions. For exam- 
ple, FBI agents were barred 
from undercover infiltration 
of New Left groups. Instead, 
they had to recruit informants 
and sources from outside the 
bureau's ranks." 

However, Elliff related, be- 
fore the 19('8 Democratic con- 
vention in Chicago, Sullivan 
"defied Hoovers rule and as- 
signed - several unmarried 
agents from the local field of- 
fice to grow long hair and 
beards and join the protesters. 
"When the convention 
ended they cut their hair, 
shaved, and were reassigned 
to the West Coast. The agent: 
in charge of the Chicago office ; 
apparently cooperated with 
Su llivan^ an d th e directo r 
never learned of the incident." 
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Br Mtrttnt Thom»*-Th» Wirtilntton Pott 

IFBI Director Clarence Kelley testifies at that he has no objection to a 10-ycar limit 
Senate Judiciary stibcommitee hearing on the director s tenure. 
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Hoover Ordered FBI loPlantSpies, 
Forge Papers Against Extremists 



By Susanna MeBee ' 

W«*btntton Post BUK Writer 

The late J. Edgar Hoover 
issued orders calling on FBI 
agents across the country to 
expose, disrupt.. and "other- 
wise neutralize" a variety of 
hlack, white and left-wing 
groups from 1961 to 1970. 

The targets were the Black 
Panther Party, six unnamed 
"black nationalist-hate groups" 
and six unnamed block lead- 
ers, the Ku Klux Klan and 
nine unnamed while "hate" 
groups and the Socialist 
Workers Party. 
FBI tactics against the tar- 



gets Included fabricating doc- 
uments so they would appear 
to be "pilfered from police 
files," planting spies pretend- 
ing to be "disgruntled police 
employees," and discrediting 
leaders of extremist groups in 
their own communities. 

These disclosures came in 
seven severely censored docu- 
ments that the FBI released 
yesterday to NBC newsman 
Carl Slorn, who had sued for 
release of the Hoover memos 
under the Freedom of Infor- 
mation Act. 

I They were the second of a 
'series of secret memos re- 



leased by the Justice Depart- 
ment In response to Stern's 
suit. The first two memos, 
made public last Dec. 6, dis- 
closed Hoover's counter-intel- 
ligence program (called COIN- 
TELPRO) against the New 
Left that went from 1968 ta 
1971. I 

A major goal of Hoover'?! 
campaign apainst "black na| 
tionalist hate groups" was to' 
prevent the rise of a " 'mes- 
si ah* who could unify and 
electrify the militant black 
nationalist movement," accord- 
Sec HOOVER, A6, Col. 3 
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HOOVER, From Al 
tag to a March 4, 1968, Hoover 

memo. . , . 

It said that one black lead- 
er, whose name is deleted but 
who may be Malcolm X, "might 
have been such a 'mcssiah'; 
he is the martyr of the move- 
ment today." Malcolm X was 
assassinated in 1965. 

The memo listed other 
names, all deleted who, it said, 
"all aspire to this position- . 
One leader, whose name is 
blanked out but who may he 
the 76-year-old Elijah Muham- 
mad, head of the Black Mus- 
lims, "Is less of a threat be- 
cause of his age," the memo 

said. * 9 . . 

Another would-be messlah, 
whose name was deleted but 
was probably Martin Luther 
King, could "be a very real 
contender for this position 
should he abandon hts sup- 
posed 'obedience* to 'white, 
liberal doctrines' (nonviolence) 
,and embrace black national- 
ism" Hoover wrote. The man 
"has the necessary charisma 
to be a real threat in this 
way," Hoover added. 

In the same memo he noted 
that in the summer of 1967 
leaders of an unnamed group 
being watched by the FBI were 
brought to the attention of po- 
lice in an unnamed city. 

"They were arrested on ev- 
ery possible charge until they 
could no longer make bail," 
Hoover said. As a result, they 
spent most of the summer in 
jail and no violence took place 
that could be attri buted to 
them, he added. 

Hoover's 1968 memo refer- 
red to the tense summer the 
year before when Detroit and 
Newark erupted In bloody riots 
that killed 69 persons and in- 
jured 3,500 in the two cities. 

He noted that in 1068 the 
counter-intelligence program 
against black organizations was 
being carried out by 41 FBI 
field offices. Besides trying 
to head off the rise of a "mes- 
slah," the program was design- 
ed to prevent the coalition of 
"militant black • nationalist 
groups." 

In explaining, Hoover warn- 
ed, "An effective coalition of 
black nationalist groups might 
be the first step toward a real 
'Mau Mau' in America, the be- 
ginning of a true black revolu- 
tion." *T7T" 
Other goals included prev 



entlng violence, keeping such 
groups from attracting young 
members, and preventing them 
"from gaining respectability." 
Hoover told hts agents, "You 
must discredit these groups 
and individuals to, first the 
responsible Negro commun- 
ity," then to the white commu- 
nity, especially liberals "who 
have vestiges of sympathy for 
militant black nationalists 
simply because they are Ne- 
groes. Third, these groups must 
be discredited In the eyes of 
Negro radicals, the followers 
of the movement." 

Hoover outlined his dis- 
ruptive-disinformation opera- 
tion" against the Black Pan- 
ther Party (BPP) in Oakland 
and San Francisco in a May, 
11, 1970, memo: 

"Xerox copies of true docu- 
ments, documents subtly in- 
corporating false information, 
and entirely fabricated docu- 
ments would be periodically 
anonymously mailed to the 
residence of a key Panther 
leader," he proposed. 

They would be on police ana 
FBI stationery and if they 
were supposedly FBI docu- 
ments, they would be marked 
as "early indicating they had 
files," he said. The Panthers- 
would be made to think they 
came from a "disgruntled po- 
lice employee sympathetic to 
the Panthers.' 

Then phony documents . 
would be prepared "pinpoint- < 
ing Panthers as oollce or FBI I 
informants, ridiculing or dis-. 
crediting Panther leaders 
through their incptness or 
perosnal escapades, espousing 
as "clearly indicating they had 
porsonal philosophies and pro- 
moting factionalism among 
BPP members, indicating 
electronic coverage where 
none exists, outlining ficti- 
tious plans for police raids or = 
other counteractions, reveal- 1 
ing misuse or misappropri- 
ation of Panther funds . , . 

A Dec. 24, 1970, Hoover 
memo noted that a leader, 
whose name was blanked out 
but who was probably El- 
drldge Cleaver, had "broken 
with the .. . organization.*' 

An Oct. 12, 1961, Hoover 
memo on the Socialist Work- 
ers Party said it should be dls 
Irupted "along similar lines 
| to the way the FBI attacked 
the Communist Partaf^ - 
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Former Yippie leader Abble Hoffman, 
has lost the first round in Kis legal bat- 
tle to stay out of prison for the next 
15 years. 

New York State Supreme Court Judge 
Abraham Kalina dismissed a motion 
entered by Hoffman and two other co- 
defendants which challenged New York's 
drug laws. Hoffman and his co-defend- 
ants had argued that the New York law 
which classified cocaine in the same 
category with heroin was unconstitution- 
al. They argued that cocaine, unlike 
heroin, was not a narcotic. 

However, Judge Kalina ruled that there 
was "sufficient evidence to show a ra- 
tional and reasonable basis" for class- 
ifying the two drugs in the same cate- 
gory. 

Hoffman and three others — Carol 
Ramcr, Michael Drosman, and Diane 
Peterson— were arrested last August 
ufter allegedly selling three pounds of 
cocaine to undercover policemen. The 
charges against Drosman were later 
dropped when it was determined by a 
grand jury that Drosman was a maga- 
zine journalist covering I he New York 
drug seene, i 

The liner remaining delendants could 
be Hi'iili'iirnl to a minimum of 15 years 
in pilinin || convicted. 
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More Documents Released 
On FBI War on Radicals 
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BvOrr Kelly THE FBI counterintel- 



party, U.S.A. indicates that 
a superb job can be done by 
the field on counterintel- 
ligence," the message to the 
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has shed more light on its 
four-year campaign, start- 
campaign, starting in 1968, 
io disrupt the activities of 
fclack militants, the New 
Left and other radical 
{roups. \ 

T In documents made pupae 
yesterday, the FBI revealed 
it strove to thwart the n)se 
of a "messiah" among 
blacks, to prevent the for- 
mation of a coalition among 
black groups and to confuse 
the Black Panthers by send- 
ing them misleading docu- 
ments. . . i « 
The new revelations also 

fc«-H out the details of FBI 
mpaigns in the early 
>0s against the Socialist 
srkers party and the Ku 
ux Klan. 
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April 28, W\CM^i/./.' : , - 
The documents disclosed 
yesterday urged FBI agents 
to imitate a police depart- 
ment which arrested Black 
Nationalist leaders on 
every possible charge until 
they could no longer make 
bail" and suggested a 'dis- 
ruption — disinformation 
operation in the San Fran- 
cisco Bay area to confuse 
and break up the Black 
Panther party. 

Saxbe called release of 
the documents, partially 
censored, "an act of admin- 
istrative discretion." These 
and earlier documents were 
released in response to a 
newsman's lawsuit under 
the Freedom of Information 
Act. 
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SAXBE, decided to re- 
lease the new documents in 
response to an appeal from 
newsmen, whose Request 
had been denied by FBI 
Director Clarence M. Kel- 

ley. 

The first of the operations 
described in the new docu- 
ments was the one aimed at 
the Socialist Workers party. 
It was begun in 1961. All of 
these special operations 
were apparently stopped in 
the spring of 1971, although 
there were indications in 
documents released earlier 
that specific disruptive ac- 
tivities might still be confin- 
ing. 

The effort to deal with the 
black "hate groups' was 
ordered in a letter to FBI, 
offices inSeptejnber 1967. 

AGENTS WERE ordered 
to "prevent militant black 
nationalist groups and lead- 
ers from gaining respect 
bility by discrediting them 
to three seperate segments 
of the community — me 
responsible Negro commu- 
nity, the white community 
• and Negro radicals. . 

"The resionsr&nne field 
to the counter-intelligence 
program to the Communist 



its'fi'eld office In San Fran- te 9 ol Coin. 

cisco that it attempt to con- Cong. Serv. . 

fuse the Black Panther par- Corr. & Crnt. 

ty by anonymously sending Reseorch _ 

copies of what appeared to ... - p Q(f _ 

be FBI documents to Black 

•Panther leaders. 
"Xerox copies of true 

documents, , documents that 

subtly incorporated false 

.information and entirely 

fabricated documents would 
periodically be sent anony- 
mously to the residence of a I 

'key Panther leader," the 
suggestions to the FBI in 
San Francisco said. . 

"The operations would 
afford us a continuing 
means to furnish the pan- 
ther leadership true infor- 
mation which, in their inter- 
ests, they may not ignore, 
the proposal said. 

The effort to deal with the 
white "hate groups" SUCh Washington Post 

as the Klan, were ordered mes Herald — _ 
in a directive sent out on 
Sept. 2, 1964. 
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CONFERENCE IN ATLANTA, ^ f I 
MOT BE THE ANSWER TO .. '/■•■' 
TYPE OF PLAIn 1 MUST BE ". 



UPI018 

C K F LLE Y ) 

1 WASHINGTON (UPI) — THE GOVERNMENT NEEDS TO CHALLENGE ' '■ " - "\ : 
REVOLUTIOHARIES. SAYS FBI DIRECTOR CLARENCE KELLEY, AND ™T IS" WW 
HE DEFENDS THE LATE J. EDGAR HOOVER'S EFFORTS TO "NEUTRALIZE" THE HEW 

LEF KELLEY SAID FRIDAY THAT WHILE HOOVER'S COUNTER-INTELLIGENCE MOVES 
A GAINST "THE MEW LEFT ACTIVISTS IN THE 1960S MAY PE SUBJECT TO ■ - 

CRIT ■ CISM N« THAT THERE ARE MO CIVIL DISRUPTIONS, "THERE MUST BE 
SOME EFFECTIVE WAY FOR THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TO MEET THE _ . 

CHALLENGE.. .OF THOSE WHO USE ANY MEANS TO FOMENT REVOLUTION, " HE 

' SA IN A RELATED STATEMDJT, MADE IN A MEWS 
KELLEY SAID PROGRAMS SUCH AS HOOVER'S MAY 
REVOLUTIONARY MOVEMENTS. BUT HE SAID SOME ,. rtlICMrMTr 

DESIGNED BY THE GOVERNMENT TO DEAL WITH THESE MOVEMENTS. „„„_„" 
KELLEY SAID HE AMD ACTING ATTORNEY GENERAL ROBERT BORK DISCUSSED 
HE SITUATION AND AGREED THAT A CURRENT EVALUATION OF THE FBI'S 
FACTION TO NATIONAL SECURITY EMERGENCIES SHOULD CONTINUE. .. ^ 

THE °rai MADE HOOVER'S MEMOS ABOUT THE PROJECT PJJBUC OH THURSDAY 
AFTER BORK DECIDED MOT TO APPEAL A U.S. DISTRICT COURT RULING THAT 
NIC NEWSMAN CARL STERN WAS ENTITLED TO SEE THE MEMOS UNDER THE 19(56 
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT. „„„,-„» ,M,m 

ONE MEMO ISSUED Qb\ MAY 10, 1968, SET UP THE PROJrXT CALLED ■ 
"COINTELPRO — NEW LEFT" AND THE OTHER, DATED APRIL 28, 1971, 
TERMINATED THE PROJECT WITHOUT EXPLANATION. THE FBI DID NOT MAKE . . 
PUBLIC AMY OF THE INFORMATION GATHERED UNDER THE PROJECT. nnr „. Mer 

1 KEaEY SAID HE WANTED TO EXPLAIN HOOVER'S PROJECT FURTHER "BECAUSE 

OF THE MISCONCEPTIONS, MISAPPREHENSIONS AND FALSE CONCLUSIONS" THAT 
COULD BE DRAWN FROM THE PARTIAL DISCLOSURE. 

HE REVIEWED INCIDENTS OF THE "ATMOSPHERE OF LAWLESSNESS," 
INCLUDING 300 ACTS OF ARSON, NINE DEATHS AMD 600 INJURIES ON COLLEGE 
\ CAMPUSES, IN ADDITION TO THREATS TO SABOTAGE FOWER AND WATER SUPPLIES 
A AND TO DlSRUFT TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATIONS, i , v i . < / V •/ faff}. • ■// 
\ UPI 12-08 09:17 AES ' *"" . ..." ' ; X--£iLf 
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"What is the mission of the Federal 1 
Bureau of Investigation? \ j 

, According to the 1970 edition o!\the 
^Encyclopedia Britannica, the FBI is "The 
investigative arm of the United States 
Department of Justice .... It does no 
-valuate the results of its investigations or 
I recommend prosecutive action. In general, 
Uhe FBI is responsible for the enforcement of 
all federal criminal statutes with the ex- 
ception of those specifically delegated to 
other federal agencies. The jurisdiction of the 
|HFBI covers more than 160 federal in- 
vestigative matters encompassing two major 
categories: General investigations and 
domestic intelligence. In the latter field, the 
IfBI has responsibilities in matters of es- 
pionage, sabotage and subversive activities. 

The Britannica article was written by \ 
(JEH, who turns out to be the late J. Edgar \ 



\ Hoover. The quote above is from the horse's 

?° U Why then, in light of the FBI's mission - 

which does NOT include evaluation of the 

results of investigations or recommending 

Wcutive action - did the FBI embark on 

• May 10, 1968, upon a secret campaign to 

-expose, disrupt, and otherwise neutralize 

the new left in this country? The campaign 

lasted almost three years. Hoover ordered 

the campaign, and cancelled it on April 28, 

1971. ,. . tUa 

There are certain gut reactions to the 

-FBI which deserve parsing out. One is that 
P any criticism of the bureau is subvemvely 
| motivated. Another is that all that the FBI 
does is dangerous. . 

It's hard to get through some minds this 

Idea: That the FBI has vital functions to 

perform, iigpjfrf Wf ol lniat f * n * and 
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reporting the activities of all domestic* 
subversives, left and right, but that it is ex-J 
temely dangerous for the bureau to exceed its( 
mission and take direct non-channel coun- 
termeasures against individuals or groups it 
dislikes. 

f It IS the proper function of the FBI to 
keep close track of potential subversives. It is 

[NOT the proper function of the FBI to disrupt 
or neutralize any LEGAL activities, however 

Ipernicious Hoover or other FBI men might 
think those activities to be. 

In 1968 and later, anti-war demonstrators 
seemed paranoid in their suspicion that the 

I FBI was disrupting their work. In light of the 
Hoover directive, it appears they were right. 

I Hoover directed the bureau to become 
involved in political work. It would be 

(suicidal for a free country to allow its federal 
police agency to become involved in political 
activities in behalf of any persuasion. 

| The revelation that Hoover, without tell- 
ing his boss, the attorney general, got the 
|FBI involved in political activities is pro- 
foundly shocking because it is profoundly 
dangerous to freedom. It is subversive 
because it destroys faith in the bureau's im- 
partiality and even in its capacity to obey the 
law. 

\ Like Watergate, the FBI activities that 
I exceeded the FBI mission to investigate but 
not evaluate need thorough investigation by 
Congress. This nation does not need political 
police or thought police, who would destroy 
freedom in order to save it. 

And by the way, the Encyclopedia 
Britannica is poorly advised to have article*; 
Iwritten by persons whose impartiality is n( 
f (better than J. Edgar Hoover's. 
] —Reynolds 
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Ke^l Slale IVobcift 

.TLRV ELAND— A federal 
-grand jury probing t>€ 1970 
Kent .State University shoot- 
ings questioned the man In 
ehaige of the campus at the 
start of demonstrations that 
led to the shootings. 

The panel also turned Its 
attention to the students 
wounded in the May 4, 1970, 
clash between student dem- 
onstrators and the Ohio Na- 
tional Guard in which four 
students were killed. At 
least three of the nine 
wounded were called to tes- 
tify. 

Dr. RobcV Matson, who 
was in chante of Kent State 
when student protests 
against. U.S. involvement in 
Cambodia began several 
diiys before the violent con- 
frontation, spent about two 
hours before the panel. He 
said he answered nil the ju- 
rors' questions, but he de- 
clined to discuss them in de- 
tail, soying Ins attorney had 
advised against it 

Among those wounded 
who said they were called to 
testify yesterday work John 
ft. Clear y. 22, of acolia. 
'NY.; Donald S. MacK%n?,ie, 
and Alan Canfora. All said 
tb?y were ^ent away without 



a jury appearance and 
to return today. 
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By Orr Kelly 

Star News S»ff Writer 

• Seven secret. Federal 
Bureau of Investigation 
programs designed to moni- 
tor and disrupt the activi- 
ties of groups ranging from 
the New Left to black extre- 
mists were tightly con- 
Itralled from FBI headquar- 
ters in Washington, accor 1- 
ig to new documents ma e 

iblic as the result of a la v 
suit. 

I Atty. Gen, William B. 

%axbe said shortly before he 
took office Friday that he 

(did not think the FBI's ac- 
tivities against the New 
Left — one of .the seven 
programs .— would pass the 
testof constitutionality. 

The information on the 
bureau's activities was pro- 
vided in two memoranda 
associated with the efforts 
to disrupt the New Left. 
They were made public in 
response to a law suit filed 
In behalf of Carl Stem, a 
reporter for NBC, by. Ron- 
ald Plesser, who is associat- 
ed with Ralph Nader's 
Freedom of Information 
Clearing House. 

THE FIRST memo, dated 
I.Muy 9, 1968, is from FBI 
agent C l>. Brennan to his 
boss, W C. Sullivan, then 
assistant director in charge 
of the bureau's domestic 
intelligence division. Sulli- 
van has since retired from 
/the FBI, and Brennan has 
been assigned .as n special 
agent outside Washington. 

"The New Left has on 
many occasions viciously 
and scurriously attacked 
the director and bureau in 
an attempt to hamper our 
Investigation of it,and to 
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recommendation t hat a„ne> 
counted Intelligence pro- 
gram be designed to neu- 
tralize the New Left and the 
Key Activists. ... 

"The purpose of this pro- 
gram is to expose, disrupt 
aid otherwise neutralize 
activities of this group 

fd persons connected with 
I," it continued. 
•'All proposed counter 
. intelligence action must be 
approved at the seat of gov- 
ernment prior to-instituting 
it. This new program will be 
supervised at the seat of 
government by a special 
agent supervisor in the In- 
ternal Security Division." 

U. EDGAR Hoover, then 
(FBI director, gave his ap- 
proval and the program was 
ordered into operation a 
short time later. 

In a second memo dated 
April 27, 1971, Brennan rec- 
ommended to Sullivan that 
the effort to disrupt the New 
Left and six other similar 
programs be ended "to af- 
ford additional security to 
our sensitive techniques 
and operation." 

'These programs," the 
memo said, "involve a vari- 
ety of sensitive intelligence 
techniques and disruptive 
activities which are afford- 
ed close supervision at the 
seat of government. They 
have been carefully super- 
vised with all action being 
afforded prior bureau ap- 
proval and an effort has 
been made to avoid engag- 
ing in harassment. Although 
successful over the years, it 
is felt that they should now 
be discontinued for security 
re asons be caus e, of J heir 
sensitivity." 



The memo _sai.d sq rne 
o ff er a lion s* mighi oe contin- 
ued, on a highly selective 
basis, "with tight proce- 
dures to ensure absolute 
security." 

Solicitor Gfn. Robert H. 
Bork, who was acting attor- 
ney general at thetimethe 
fifst^dbTuments detailing 
the anti-New Left operation 
were made public, asked 
fthe FBI to conduct an inves- 
tigation of its own opera- 
tion, including the question 
o Lwhethp r the operatio ns 
had violated any latfsf 
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•^fKe^etail that sticffrlrTosT 

fiercely in my mind from Kirk 

Sale's SDS (Random House. 

1973, 752 pp., $15:00) is that in 

1969' there were 2000 fulltime 

undercover agents operating 

inside the New Left. My 

experience around SDS and the 

antiwar movement made me 

doubt there could have been 

even 20, and among the fulltime 

regulars of SDS there certainly 

were not 200. So I tended to 

doubt the 2000 figure. Maybe it . 

was only another poHce : dropped 

pseudofact meant to divide 

™ fef* ft stung and doubts 
persisted. Police identification 
of the East Coast Black Panther 
Party is known to have been 
extensive and profound. At a 
certain moment in 1969 and 
1970 the New York BPP chapter 
was altogether a creature of the 
NYPD's red squad under 
Finnegan Flannigan (whose 
partners Caulfield and 
Ulasewitz matriculated to 
^geal^This and similqLJL^gJc; . 

^ttfrrftlfnated police a^+*r° 
against black liberationists in 
Los Angeles and Chicago alone . 
makes the 2000 figure seem less ., 
immodest, more proportionate 
When there was so much to be • 
thrown at the radical blacks, 
what might have been around 
for throwing at the radical 

whites? ' . ■•-,, , f tt- p 

'a^ffn^ugh summer and lalljusl 

past 1 labored at an essay-review 

• of Sale's book centered on he 

inconscionable theme that the 

New Left was destroyed much 

less by its own internal failings 

and self-contradictions than by 

concerted police repression. I 

I...Iyiote,f rom its opening p-wrffps 



g^ANJi^* 



and the Left 

^ " Ever yone sees that 

for' most "committed suicide ancT 



"Ever yone sees t hat , SDS 
"committed suicide arid that 
Weatherman was the act. But 
what if SDS was being murdered 
at the same time? For example, 
by the Nixon state now? Would 
that count for anything - Is the 
question worth coming back to 
in the light of Watergate lessons 
about Nixon's methods, the 

_ questio n of the cauae ^f^SDSJ s 
death at the moment vk ea**S& 

*MUdcivP antiwar movement was 
about to explode?" 

,-."■ The piece was rejected. The 
' '. -four-page rejection note gave me 
to think it was rejected because 
this was its chosen theme, 
instead of two dozen other 
things. I filed it away in the 
rejected section and decided to 
forget the unconscionable 
theme. Maybe I was being too 
paranoid. 

""■ "f'rie'rf two weeks ago m>C- 
TV's Carl Stern, having long 
before sued to obtain them 
under the Freedom of 
Information Act, was given 
I copies of till-then secret FBI 
.papers disclosing that the late 
'Hoover ordered an all-out FBI 
. campaign to destroy the New 
Left. Savor the language of 
Hoover's memo of May 10, 1968, 
and recall that it is written a 
month after King's death and t 
with the Paris May Days in the * 
background. 
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I— Ixflisls War On FBI— ^ 

American leftists, perhaps convinced that con- 
trol of the nation's future is within their grasp, 
have declared war on that once-powerful guard 

I against subversion, -the Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation. 

I Ironically, the radicals are putting the FBI on 
'the defensive for its role of investigation and expo- 
sure during the late 1960s against New Left sub- 
version of universities and other institutions. That 
subversion included rioting, bombing, arson, kid- 
naping, homicide, beatings, wholesale destruction 
of property, disruption of education, promotion of 
drug use and advocacy of guerrilla warfare and 
revolution. # i 

One radical group represented by Americat 
jivil Liberties Union (ACLU) lawyers is suing ii 
federal court, charging its members* civil right ; 
[ere violated during the secret three-year projec , 
•ordered by the late FBI director, J. Edgar Hoover, 
"to expose, disrupt and otherwise neutralize" New 
Left groups and individuals "who spout revolution 
and unlawfully challenge society to obtain their 
demands." 

j Hoover issued his directive in May, 1968, at a 
time of massive national disorders fomented by a 
network of Communist, Socialist, Marxist and oth- 
er radical extremist organizations. These included 
the Communist Party USA, the Students for a 
Democratic Society, various "antiwar" groups and 
the Socialist Scholars Conference, with agents on 
university campuses from coast to coast. 

The Socialist Scholars Conference, organized in 
1965, outlined its central objectives, in a position 
paper issued June 14, 1970, as first "A Permanent 
Social Revolution" and next "Seizure of State_£pw- 
er.* — " ... .__ 
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• -. New, Left strategy, as described by AliceWide- 
ner jn her brilliant study of Socialist subversion, 
"Teachers of Destruction," had \f our chief aims: 
1. Destroying the U.S. system of justice by elimi- 
nating impartiality and substituting socialist bias 
in our courts. 2. Disrupting domestic tranquility 
by aggravating discontent over real and imagined 
grievances and by instigating riots and demonstra- 
tions calculated to lead to violence. 3. Dismantling 
our military defense system by undermining the 
morale and might of our armed forces. 
4. Wrecking the productiye capacity of our great 
industries, which make weapons for our defense 
and consumer goods for our prosperity and well- 
being. 

Also on the New Left agenda, Mrs. Widener 

wrote tiiree years ago, long before the Watergate 

episode and its overblown sequels, were plans to 

foment extreme domestic crises and to force the 

'abdication" of President Richard M. Nixon. 1 

Meanwhile, the promotion of drug addiction! 

i mtipatriotism, pornography, sexual deviation, irrel 

sponsible behavior patterns and rejection of sound 

values — features of the New Left's "cultural 

revolution" continued to do their damage. 

For reasons as yet not made public, Hoover 
| terminated the FBI's New Left operation and olh- 
er counterintelligence operations against the Com- 
munist Party and other extremist groups in April. 
1971. 

f Radicals who were subjects of the FBI's cam- 
paign against unlawful revolutionary activities 
aimed at U.S. institutions are now running to seek 
the protection of institutions that were — and 
beyond doubt still are — targeted for destruction, 
namely the courts and the Constitution itself. Why, 
I they ask, was the FBI ordered to watch them and 
counter their plots? 

I Most Americans wonder why the gpj iyas or- 
dftred,to r stop. 
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^Jja-EBI, following ajederaj, 
court order, has released two 
extremely revealing documents 
which list the Bureau's seven 
counterintelligence programs 
and provide, for the first time, 
undeniable proof that the 
agency set up a formal program 
to infiltrate and disrupt wholly 
legitimate political organizing. 

The seven Bureau Cointelpros 
—counterintelligence programs- 
were: 

-Cointelpro - Espionage 
-Cointelpro - New Left 
-Cointelpro - Disruption of 
White Hate Groups 
-Cointelpro • Communist 
Party, USA 

•Counterintelligence and 
Special Operations 
-£xiJi>telpro - Black 
c Extremists c- a ™ — 9 

-Socialist Workers Party - 
Disruption Program 
The two documents, released 
as a result of a suit filed by 
Ralph Nader's Freedom of 
Information Clearing House, a 
public interest law group, on 
behalf of Carl Stern, NBC 
investigative reporter, were the 
directives through which the 
late FBI czar J. Edgar Hoover 
set up and then discontinued the 
Cointelpro - New Left. The 
attack on the New Left was 
initiated on May 8, 1968 and 
discontinued on April 28, 1971. 
We learn of the other six 
programs only because the 
directive which terminated 
Cointelpro - New Left was the 
same order that discontinued 
the other six Cointel 
programs. It is not known 
when the other six programs 
were initi ated or for how long 
tnejTiunclioned. 



T he H oover directive 
ended these programs 
apparently part of the Bureau's 
frantic response to the first 
revelations from the so-called 
Media Files. On March 8, 1971, 
a still-unknown group called the 
Citizens' Commission to 
(investigate the FBI burglarized 
Hhe Media, Pa., office of the FBI 
and took all files, bulletins, 
dossiers and Bureau internal 
documents • everything but the 
toilet paper - while the ajtents 
and practically every other red- 
blooded American boy were 
home watching the Clay-Liston 
fight. Three weeks later, they 
began to mail batches of 
internal FBI documents to 
ne wsme n and lawm j*kgrs,~ , 
JEV&hhg with the Bureau s own 
f files the FBI's policies and 
programs of political 
repression. The Citizens' 
Commission, still unapre- 
hended today, kept sending out 
batches of documents over the 
following several months with a 
devastating effect upon the 
Bureau's public image. (Led by 
Washington Post, which ignored 
threats and pleas from then 
Attorney General John Mitchell 
Jand Hoover, the press spread 
'before the nation the first hard 
documentary evidence of the 
/extent to which the FBI 
had become a' political police 
agency, a guardian of orthodoxy 
daunted by neither the 
Constitution nor the Bill of 

ittRiiia. i I.— i* ■* ^ 
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IA .Hoov er directive of MayU^, 
1968 set forth the goals and 
purposes of Cointelpro-New 
Left. "The purpose of this 
program is to expose, disrupt, 
and otherwise neutralize the 
activities of the various New 
Left organisations, their 
leadership and adherents," 
wrote the Director. "We must 
frustrate every effort of these 
groups and individuals to 
consolidate their forces or to 
recruit new or youthful ' 
adjieyntg,, r 

lU ~ * in every i n s ta n c e T 
consideration should be given to 
disrupting the organized^ 
activity of these groups and no* 
opportunity should be missed to 
capitalize upon organizational 
and personal conflicts in their 
leadership." 

fAU Bureau offices. Hoover 
ordered, must follow the 
activities of New Left 
organizations and its key 
activitists "on a continuous 
basis" to take advantage of alt 
counterintelligence opp- 
ortunities and "also inspire 
action where circumstances 

warrant/* «_^. -« 

l he unexplained phra.se 
"inspire action" is understood 
by veteran bureau watchers to 
refer to agent provocateur 
activity - such as that 
documented in the activities of 
Boyd Douglas in the Berrigan 
Case in Harrisburg and of 
Robert Hardy in the Camden 28 
fcase - where the FBI infiltrator 
became the prime mover in 
initiating and organizing illegal 
activity to trap anti-government 
activists. 

The "immediate termination" 
order on all seven programs • a 
'typical action by Hoover, who 
governed the Bureau with blunt 
sweeping directives - may have 



played into the internal 

bureaucratic war ongoing in the 
Bureau at that time. The order 
itself, however, brings to mind 
the rash of Hoover memos in 

I March of 67 limiting on-campus 
FBI activity after a Ramparts 
expose on CIA funding and 
infiltration of the National 
Student Association caused a 

pl'hV Mp roar. •■- 

(Hoover - fearful of the flak 
from the Media exposures - 
terminated the programs, at a 
time when the thrust of 
administration policy and 
internal Bureau politics was 
pushing for more, not less, 
"infiltrate and disrupt" 
programs. 



• Ho 



Hoover ended the programs in 
May, 1971. In July, 1970, 
presidential security advisor 
Tom Charles Huston received 
President Nixon's approval of a 
domestic security program 
which called for increased illegal 
electronic surveillance, illegal 
mail inspection, break-ins, and 
intensified informer tactics 
against dissident American 
citizens. Putting all his prestige 
on the line, and reportedly 
threatening to expose the Nixon- 
ordered "Kissinger taps" of the 
newsmen and high government 
/officials. Hoover forced Nixon to 

r - ' ■■" *==?;■* — ' 



withdraw the Huston plan, but 
Huston continued to maintain a 
drumbeat of White House 
[criticism that the FBI was being 
too soft on domestic dissent. 

It was after Hoover issued the 

directive cancelling the 

Cointelpro operations that the 

{deputy director of the FBI, 

William Sullivan, formerly head 

of the Bureau's Domestic 

Intelligence Division, stole the 

.records of (he "Kissinger taps" 

I from the FBI files and delivered 

frrrTrfrrr'Asst. Attorney" Uenera] 

Robert Mnrdian who turned 

them over to John Krlichman. 

Sullivan's theft was apparently 

jan attempt to disarm Hoover 

and gain White House support 

lor himself as Hoover's 

successor. But the old man put 

them all down and wiped out his 

bureau opposition in the fall of 

1971, firing Sullivan and 

demoting Chester Brennan, 

then head of the Domestic 

ItTTrtfrEirnce Division. r r- » .- 
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- In Au gust. 1970, afte r Hoover 
had torpedoed the Huston plan 
in July, the Bureau - held an 
important internal policy 
conference on the New Left, 
according to Bureau insiders. 
From the circulated Media 
Files, it is obvious that the 
Bureau responded di rectly, to , 

the threat and advanced 
criticism by Huston. From 
memos of the special agent in 
charge at Media to his agents we 
see the impact. The agents were 
ordered to restructure coverage 
of the left into a split 
jurisdiction, the "New Left" and 
the "old" left, and were urged to 
step up interviews with young 
left activists to (in the oft quoted 
and notorious phrase) heighten 
the endemic paranoia and 
strengthen the fear "that there 
lis an FBI agent behind every 
mailbox." Hoover also first 
authorized at this time the 
recruitment of informers under 
21 years of age - something 
Huston had pressed for in his 
aborted program. 

{In the same Media memos, 
circulated on September 9, 1970, 
after a briefing on the 
Washington conference, the 
agents were warned to keep a 
tighter rein on agen t 
provocateurs. "There have been 
a few instances where security 
informers got carried away, 
during a demonstration, 
a ssaulted.p olice, etc.") ,..:,..» 
Academicians who worked 
with the Bureau in the summer 
of 1971, after the Cointelpros 
were cancelled, report that top 
Bureau officials were willing to 
admit to them that the agency 
• was still using couriter- 
intelligence agents to in- 
filtrate and factions I izo the 
Black Panthers. It seems that 
Cointel programs among black 
militants, particularly the 
Panthers, were con tinned. 
Indeed, with agents already tn 
place and their politics already 
known within the group they 
had infiltrated - it would be 
almost impossible for an 
informer known as militant and 
inflamatory to suddenly 
"change" from fratricidal hawk 
fo dove. ■■_.,» »■ -.-* 
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"They, told me qui te Iranld y 

uiat the Bureau iruormers 

within the Black Panthers had 

been told to align themselves 

with either the Cleaver faction 

or the Newton faction and 

intensify the split," said one 

. college professor who had 

.' consulted with Bureau officials. 

Jpven in the Hoover Cointelpro 

termination memo. Hoover 

noted that "in exceptional 

i nstances where it is considered 

Cuuiilttl Intelligence acfluriV IS* 
warranted... (such action) will 
be considered on an individual 
basis." 

The single most striking thing 
that comes to mind reviewing 
these Cointel programs is the 
almost universal success that 
they enjoyed. The New Left, the 
Communist Party, White Hate 
groups like the KKK and "Black 
extremists" like the Black 
Panthers have all been wracked 
with bloody faction ing, schisms 
and leadership splits. It is a 
cliche today that the New Left 
factionalized itself to death; 
perhaps now more thought 
ought to be given to the hand of 
t heBurea.y in all that. . .. ■» 

. I he Bureau's infiltration and 
the resulting organizational 
corruption of the Communist 
Party is a story that millions 
learned from "I Led 3 Lives" on 
60s television. 

The story of the Bureau's 
infiltration of the KKK is set 
forth in the 1970 book by the 
Bureau's historian, Don 
Whitehead: "Attack on Terror, 
/the FBI Against the KKK in 
Mississippi." Objective 
analysis of Whitehead's story 
shows that, even if Bureau 
policy on Cointel is negative, 
with infiltrators in place seeking 
information on criminal 
activities they invariably engage 
in "inspired action" for Cointel 
purposes. Spreading rumors, 
gossip and factional hatred, 
^Whitehead says FBI infiltrators 
soon reduced Klan meetings to 
"bickering, distrust and 
wrangling over money," 

Many young leftist veterans 
would find the Image famj jjar. » 



^ „ THe^s torv is the same amiiHg"* 
the Black Power groups, 
leadership squabbles, petty 
bickering, bloody in -fighting 
(literally, with assassinations 
and gunplay between rival 
organizers and ideologues) 
reduced and finally destroyed 
every militant Black group, with 
the exception of the Black 
Muslims. 

On the white left, strangely, it 
is the Socialist Workers Party, 
an "old left" group, that seems 
to have best withstood 
the determined efforts of Bureau 
agents to fragment and 
demoralize - this despite the fact 
that the Bureau considered 
them a key target and had 
actually gone so far as to focus 
Cointel program directly against 
the group. (SWP now has a 
pending lawsuit in New York for 
a n ^inju nction against 
harrassment, infiltration and 
intimidation of their members.) 

We have gone long past the 
point where any aware citizen 
could doubt that activists in 
dissident and minority political 
groups are subjected to 
surveillance, mailcover, 
wiretapping and infiltration. 
And when the President 
personally approves a policy of 
burglary - as Nixon admitted 
when he said he approved the 
Huston plan - little should 
surpri8e v ., . 

But still, it is difficult to 
acknowledge the scale involved. 
Next to wiretapping, infiltrators 
and informers have drawn the 
most public attention. Yet for 
all the dozens of celebrated 
informers which the government 
has brought forward - from 
Douglas, to Lemmer, a state 
coordinator for the Vietnam 
Veteran Against the War, to 
Tom Mosher, a white who 
became., so important to the_^ 
Panthers that in 197l'' L tney 



■ - ;\^/' V;,. 

r g fusel l to mTeT = wTtTT" C ■ 
Weatherman representatives'* •' ;,■- 
without him present - there is ■','.- • 
still reason to believe that the '"/' 
surface is barely scratched. 

Almost all the informers who 
have been revealed are almost . 
palpably crazy - schizoid 
paranoids; and there has been 
much talk that this is the 
standard species for the role. 
Unlikely. Long-standing Bureau 
policy has been to reveal only 
expendable infiltrators unless 
absolutely necessary to do .-.- 
otherwise. And no one familiar 
with the Media files - which 
document a plan to get an 
informer on every block of the 
Philadelphia ghetto can doubt 
that they have numbers to chose 

J* " 1 . r „■•--. 

We have some glimpses of the 
divisive tactics used by the 
Cointel programs on the record. 
The use of informers to split the . 
groups, as in the Panthers, ia 
obvious. More sophisticated 
tactics were also used. Robert 

IWall, a former FBI agent who 
resigned after five years service 
in 1970, has reported how he was 
assigned to Cointelpro-New Left 
in Washington, D.C. One of the 
divisive ploys he recounted 
involved a letter written to the 
leaders of the National 
Mobilization Committee in D.C. 
threatening that the Blacks in 
Washington would not support-., 
5n ' llpcoming rally unless a 
"security bond" of $20,000 was 
given to a black organization. 
The Bureau forged the signature 
of the leader of the black 
organization, and at the same 
time had its informers in the 
black organization suggest the 
idea of the security bond to the 
leaders of the black group .^. 
informally. "Later/' said Wall, 
"through informants in the 
NMC, we learned that the letter 

Jiad. ca used a great deal of., 
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^-roiifasion and had a signi fied ' ^ attached to the TfcusViin 
effect on the planning for the embassy" who pronounced the 



march." 

Wall also revealed that the 
Cointelpro relied heavily on 

Ueaking "confidential" FBI files 
and "sometimes just fanciful 
lies" to sympathetic media 

Icontacts. Hoover's memo setting 
up the New Left Cointei stresses 
covert use of the media as a 
Bjuj_§2J* u policy to be 




Informer Boyd Douglas: tmpor- 
hant to FBI's Game Plan. 

implemented locally - like in 
Boston. 

Frank Donner, director of the 
American Civil Liberties Union 
project on political surveillance 
.said that he has learned from 
/Bureau sources that FBI 
technicians developed a 
machine capable of perfectly 
reproducing a signature and 
used it tactically to sow distrust 
and dissension among 
Communist Party members. 

The Bureau planted "signed 
documents" in the car of a , 
N.Y. Communist functionary 
by the name of William 
Anderson and arranged to have 
them discovered and Anderson 
/denounced as an FBI spy. The 
CP went so far as to turn the 
.papers., over to an "expert » 



signature Anderson's. Anderson 
was discredited and bounced 
from the Party. (A civil 
libertarian note: Membership 
and activity in the CP is 
constitutionally protected.) ^ 

Another Cointei project that 
was revealed in the Media 
papers was a program to mail 
articles critical of the New Left 
to unfathomly "liberal" college 
administrators anonymously. 
One of the Media documents is a 
note assigning colleges to agents 
for the selective distribution of a 
article from Barron's on the 
barbarian hordes at Columbia. 

jThe FBI fought a nine-month 
court battle attempting to 
withhold these documents, but 

the D.C. federal court found 
that the Bureau's claim that 
they were "investigative law 
enforcement files" specious and 

ordered them revealed asagency 
"policy and programs" under 
the Freedom of Information Act. 
This was the first time the 
courts have compelled the 
Justice Department to make a 
Freedom of Information 
revelation and will set a 
precedent that will be very 
useful for those who dislike 
hidden government policy. 
Although the court ruled in 

(September, the FBI delayed 
release until a week ago 
Thursday - in the last week of 
the Congressional session and on 
the same day that Gerald Ford 
was sworn in as vice president. 
The Bureau apparently hoped to 
avoid Congressional inquiry and 
to have the news lost in the flood 
of copy about the Ford oath. 

On both counts, for the time 
being, the Bureau can be 
credited with meticulous 
planning and successful 

^iiTipUmentation. 
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v "Effective innediately, all COI1ITELPROS operated 
by this. Bureau are discontinued. These include: 

COIHTELPRO - Espionage - 
COINTELPRO - New Left 

COZfiTZLPilO - Disruption of White Hate Groups 
COlKTEIiPRO - Coiaamilst Party, USA 
Counterintelligence and Special Operations 
+ COIIIT.ELPRO - Cluck Sxtronists 

Socialist T/orkers Party - Disruption Program 
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EdttcTrial Commfefrf' 



Secret FBLMema. 



^Did J. Edgar Hoover go too far 
in his orders issued secretly "to 
expose, disrupt and otherwise 
neutralize" the New Left back in 
1968? 

Ramsey Clark says yes. So do 
other super-supporters of civil 
liberties who feel that the grand 
lotd chief of the FBI overstepped 
inherent freedoms when he in- 
structed field offices of tile 
agency to open an active file on 
the New Left movement and its 
key activists. 

In the 1968 memo, just now 
brought to light, Hoover wrote : 

"The purpose of this program 
i| to expose, disrupt and other- 
wise neutralize the activities of 
the various New Left 
organizations, their leadership 
and adherence. It is imperative 
that the activities of these 
groups be followed on a con- 
ftinuious basis.." Hoover did not 
name the organizations, but he 
apparently had in mind the SDS 
Weathermen, the Black Pai 
thers, the Yippies and oth« 
militants. 

[Hoover said the FBI "must 
frustrate every effort of these 
groups and individuals to con- 
solidate their forces or to recruit 
new or useful adherence." Then 
he added: "consideration should 
be given to disrupting the r 
organized activity of these, 
groups..." How this would be 
done was not made clear in the; 
memo, but he made it clear that 
the program was a sensitive 
operation and should be a closely 
H felUfeO et. *"'' ^ ~ "" 
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vyp alL, re member theanar- 
chistic activities of some ot trie 
New Left groups, the burning of 
campus buildings, the stories of 
bomb factories, the killing of 
participants whose "peaceful 
revolution" suddenly turned into 
violence. During these very 
trying days, Mr. Hoover ap- 
parently decided to fight fire 
/ithfire. 
It will also be recalled th 
Ramsey Clark was probably t 
worst attorney general ever 
serve the United States; that he 
sat in his office and watched the 
burning and sacking of down- 
town Washington; that later, 
when he had been succeeded as 
attorney general, he carried his 
own "peace" plan to the North 
Vietnamese as an emissary of 
anti-war extremists. Of course| 
/Ramsey Clark feels that the FW 
strayed off base, but it is doubtf- 
ful that he was ever told about 
the memo. 

lit is unthinkable that Mr. 
H>over, the exponent of law and 
order, would deliberately create 
incidents in the name of the Far 
Right. Yet, If counterattacks 
were necessary, we believe a 
large body of peace-loving 
Americans would have said 
"amen." The secret memo will 
be argued for a long time by ex- / 
trewittsron both ends, _ . .. - 
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Drew A Blank 

Television newsman Carl Stern 

may have been looking for something 

sensational when he demanded, 

under the Freedom of Information 

Act, to see a memo Issued by the late 

|j. Edgar Hoover in May of 1968 

{ordering agents of the Federal Bu- 

freau of Investigation to keep an eye 

on the "New Left" movement. Mr. 

Stern may now be disappointed. The 

pemo shows only that Mr. Hoover 

Itold the FBI to do what obviously 

was demanded by circumstances in 

the United States of America at that 

time. 

There had been 159 disturbances 
serious enough to be classified as 
riots in American cities during the 
summer of 1967. The Kerner Com- 
mission reported in March, 1968, that 
militant organizations and agitators 
had "sought to encourage violence" 
by playing on racist emotions. April 
saw the Columbia University campus 
• turned into a battleground by the 
Students for a Democratic Society, 
whose chapters then began foment- 
ing riots on scores of campuses 
across the country. 
| In this atmosphere Mr. Hoover 
./alerted the FBI to try to "neutralize" 
organizations and individuals "who 
; spout revolution and unlawfully chal- 
: lenge society to obtain their de- 
mands." It was clear the target was 
not a legitimate political movement 
but a sinister, organized attempt to 
sow havoc in our society. 
/If there were any FBI memos 
Showing that Mr. Hoover failed to 
understand the menace that was 
loose in the streets of America in 
1968, Mr. Stern would have a pretty 
good story. As it Is, he drew a blank. 
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TELEVISION NEWSMAN Carl Stern' 

iay have been looking for something 

itional when he demanded, under the 

reedom of Information Act, to see a 

nemo issued by the late J. Edgar Hoover 

n May of 1968 ordering agents of the 

ederal Bureau of Investigation to keep an 

eon the "new left" movement. Mr. Stern 

ay be disappointed. The memo shows 

hat Mr. Hoover told the FBI to do what 

jbvlously was demanded by circum- 

itances in the United States of America at 

JlhatUme. 

There had been 159 disturbances 

>er»us enough to be classified as riots in 

American cities during the summer of 

,967. The Kerner Commission reported in 

March, 1968, that militant organizations 

find agitators had "sought to encourace 

1 ; iimr* hv nlavfng on racist emotion*' 
April saw the Columbia university 

campus turned Into a battleground by the 

Students for a Democratic Society, whose 

chapters then began "fomenting riots on 

(scores of campuses across the country. 

JlN THIS ATMOSPHERE Mr. Hoover 
alerted the FBI to try to "neutralize" 
'irganizations and individuals "who spout 
revolution and unlawfully challenge 
•iodety to obtain their demands." 

It was clear the target was not a 
legitimate political movement but a sinis- 
ter, organized attempt to sow havoc in our 
ociety. 

(if there were any FBI memos showing 
that Mr. Hoover failed to understand the 
-nenace that was loose in the streets of 
America to 1968, Mr. Stern would have a 
->f «*trv o«wi «fnrv A« irta.herirew's-blssk. 
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|Mr. Hoover's Memos 
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h)UB LI CATION by the FBI of two 
J- ) memos by the late J. Edgar Hoover 
has lifted the lid just a crack on a 
counterintelligence operation about 
which, although it ended more than 
two years ago, the public almost cer- 
tainly will be hearing much more. 
Scant as the details now are, revela- 
tion of the documents is sufficient to 
suggest ramifications so far-reaching 
as to make exposure both imperative 
and disturbing. 

. The memos showed that in May. 

11068, Mr. Hoover ordered a campaign 
against the so-called New Left which 
was to go beyond a role of gathering 
information and aim at direct disrup- 
tion of the movement. Involved were 
agents seemingly expected not merely 
to infiltrate and keep tabs on potential 
troublemakers but even to provoke ac- 
tion, presumably to provide grounds 
for counterattack. The program, how- 
ever far it actually went, continued for 

fthiee vears before Mr. Hoover called 
it off. 

Quite aside from whether any of the 

(FBI's techniques against radical ac- 
tivities of that period were illegal ~ a 
matter of dispute — the memos raise 
some clearly disturbing points. One ef- 
fect of their unveiling, obviously, is to 

.reinforce the conclusion that Mr. 

■Hoover had in the later years of his 
long reign over the agency exceeded 
his function and authority: he took 
upon himself the judgment of whether 
individuals or groups of various politi- 
cal persuasions were to be permitted to 
operate freely or were to be treated as 
threats to national security.* — * — *• 
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Similarly, and even more cru cial, J he 
published documents lend crrnrieTTco to 
Verges that the FBI itself had been 
carried beyond its assignment as an ex- 
pert detection and law enforcement 
agency and turned into an instrument 
of political harassment and suppression. 
.Such suspicions are not fostered by the 
rmemos alone: The FBI has drop|>ed 
prosecution of some cases in recent 
years rather than disclose information 
to the courts about its activities. That 
certainly leaves reasonable grounds for 
fearing that the agency may have be- 
come far less interested in law enforce- 
ment than in other functions too nefari- 
ous to be publicly acknowledged. 

Clearly there are grsive dangers in- 
volved here. If the methods hinted at 
(in the Hoover, memos prove to have 
been used, the FBI was in some re- 
spects not much removed from the 
secret-police tactics of totalitarianism. 
Even if the agency only appears so to 
.a substantial segment of the public, 
(the FBI will have suffered a loss of 
respect that can only impede the per- 
formance of its proper tasks. And in 
either case, the entire affair offers dis- 
maying evidence of how thin the line 
can be between protecting national se- 
curity and undermining the nation's 
vejx-fiiimdations of constitutional de- 
mocracy. "■ — • 
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Mr. Hoover Alert To Danger 



! J TELEVISION NEWSMAN Carl 
Stern may have been looking for 
something sensational when he de- 
manded, under the Freedom of In- 
formation Act, to see a memo is- 

, (sued by the late J. Edgar Hoover 
In May of 1968 ordering agents of 



versHy campus turned into a bat-l 
Ueground by the Students for a] 
Democratic Society, whose chap- 
ters" then began fomenting riots on 
scores of campuses across the 
country. 
tin this atmosphere Mr. Hoover 



the Federal Bureau of Investiga- j a ] cr tcd the FBI to try to "neutral- 

«• _ *_ t. ...... «« n *m tvn lha "Nmu . .. '• •• __j :_ J:..:J...li. 



tion to keep an eye on the "New 
Left" movement. Mr. Stern may 
be disappointed. The memo shows 
/that Mr. Hoover told the FBI to do 
what obviously was demanded by 
circumstances in the United States 
of America at that time. 

There had been 159 disturbances 
serious enough to be classified as 
riots In American cities during the 
summer of 1967. The Kerner com- 
• # mission reported in March, 1968, 
that militant organizations and ag- 
itators had "sought to encourage 



ize" organizations and individuals 
"who spout revolution and unlaw- 
fully challenge society to obtain 
their demands." 

It was clear the target was not a 
legitimate political movement but 
a sinister, organized attempt to 
sow havoc in our society. 

jlf there were any FBI memos 

|showing that Mr. Hoover failed to 

understand the menace that was 

loose in the streets of America in 

1968, Mr. Stern would have a plct- 



liaiors nau hum^ui. iv» s»w«'»b'- ■— — , — . ■ 

1 violence by playing on racist emo- ty good story. As it is, he drcjr a 
tions. April saw the Columbia Uni- blank. 
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TUESDAY, DECEMBER 11, 1973 



) Subversion by tbe FBI 



AMID THE CONTINUING controversy 
over the myriad of scandals that sur- 
round the battered Nixon administration 
lithe disclosure that the Federal Bureau of 
'Investigation worked actively to de- 
stroy New Left political groups may go 
largely unnoticed. 

According to informed sources in the 
'/Justice Department, the FBI engaged in 
a widespread "counter-Intelligence" pro- 
gram against leftist organizations from 
May 1968 to April 1971. 

It Is unfortunate that this recent reve- 
lation has been overshadowed, for its 
long-term political significance may be 
far greater than that of the Juiciest Wat- 
tergate detail. 

If these reports are true then it ap- 
pears that the American government has 
engaged in rather strange political be- 
havior for a nation that terms itself a 
democracy and the leader of what is 
euphemistically called the "free world", 
frhe FBI apparently decided that 
groups of American citizens engaged In 
legitimate political activity constituted 
a threat to the government and should 

TODAY'S STAFF: 

News: Dan Biddle, Jeff Day, Mike Du- 
weck, Gene Robinson, Charles Stein 

Editorial Poge: Marnie Heyn, Eric Schoch, 
Chuck Wilbur /> -, r* ,'J 
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Photo Technician : David. Morgollck 
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be crushed with whatever means, both 
legal and extra-legal, that were neces- 
sary. 

COME ASPECTS OF government efforts 
*" to destroy leftist organizing efforts 
were obvious. A series of conspiracy trials 
was launched by the government against 
radical activists. None of these trials re- 
sulted In conviction, but the government 
did force the left to channel much of life 
energy into the courts. 1 

At the same time, covert operation^ 
were used to undermine the left from 
(within. Undercover FBI agents infiltrated 
various political groups both to gain in- 
formation and to divide and disrupt. Re- 
portedly one function of these govern- 
ment provocateurs was the promotion of 
pointless violent action that provided 
right wing politicians like Nixon and Ag- 
new with plenty of ammunition for the 
campaign trail. 

While it is Impossible to attribute the 
decline of the New Left solely to this 
(FBI program, It is clear that such gov- 
ernment action succeeded in disrupting 
the movement and cutting it off from 
possible allies in the American body 
politic. 

In Itself this brazen use of federal pow- 
er to destroy political opposition is 
shocking, but seen In the context of gov- 
ernment policies that would relegate con- 
stitutional liberties to the National Ar- 
chives, It is horrifying. 
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I FBI Files 
Reported 
Explosive 

Tact ics to Meet 1 
NewlCelf Threat! 

By Margaret Gentry # 
fr AS H 1 N G TON*T*FT~'- 
I Secret FBI files contain poten* 
tially explosive information 
descring' tactics used in a 
calculated effort to destroy the 
New Left movement. ac» 
cording to informed Justice 
Department sources. 

The material is so sensitive 
that only a handful of officials 
• outside the FBI know even 
general details of the so-called 
counterintelligence program 
operated nationwide for three 
years. 

Few officials will discuss it - 
even on a confidential basis for 
fear of disturbing delicate 
negotiations that could lead to 
at least partial public dis- 

I closure. „ 
FBI Director tlarence M. 
Kelley refuses to discuss 
details. 

However, knowledgeable 
sources say the program involv* 
ed the widespread use of agents- 
provocateurs to infiltrate leftist 
groups and encourage them to 
undertake possibly violent ac- 
tivities. 

( ffng pfre Act ion" ., 
The Tale FBI Director J. 
Edgar Hoover said as much 
when he told FBI field off ices, in 
the 1068 memorandum es- 
tablishing the program, to "also 
inspire action in instances 
where circumstances 
warrant." 
I Hoover ordered the program 
• on May 10, 1068, and terminated 
I it without explanation In a 
•' memo on April 28, 1071. Depart- 
ment sources say Ramsey 
Clark, who was attorney 
general when it began, never 
• J f J J A ivi 'j A ■ >kjiew about it. John N.Mitchell, 
v VWrlj^i[ f?/<f >e attorney general during the 

re mai nder of the program, 
pfoDaoiy K?iew nothfftK ffboTrrift. 
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The sources say ^they dou bt 
trTat FT'esluent Nixon or former 
President Lyndon B. Johnson 
knew of jt. 

(The bare-bones Hoover 
memos and the FBI refusal to 
disclose additional information 
raise scores of questions about 
the tactics, the scope of the 
operation, and the legality and 
constitutionality of some of the 
methods. 

Simitar PJan 
I The Hoover operation bears a 
similarity to a domestic securi- 
ty plan drafted by a former 
White House aide andapproved, 

at least briefly, by Nixon. 

*iiuj whi te HouSe 'security 
plan surfaced in connection 
with the Watergate in- 
vestigation. As outlined in 1970 
memos written by Tom Charles 
Huston, then a White House 
aide, the plan was to force 
Hoover to accept a Joint in- 
telligence operation with the 
other national security and in- 
telligence agencies. 

The tafgeAtf" were "in- 
dividuals and groups in the 
United States who pose a major- 
threat to the internal security" 
and the tactics were to include 
Illegal burglaries and mail in- 
terceptions, widespread 
wiretapping, and a vastly ex- 
panded network of informers on 
college campuses. 

Throtfgiwi ut the planning 
stage, Huston wrote. Hoover 
strenuously objected to the 
White House project, insisting 
that "current operations are 
perfectly satisfactory" and that 

I no one outside the FBI "has any 
business commenting on" FBI 
Intelligence operations. 

Nixon, in a statement last 
May 22, said that on July 23, 
1970. he had ordered implemen- 
tation of the ptan. including 
break-ins. But Nixon said he 
was "prompted by theoppposi- 

J tion of Director Hoover" to 
retract theorderfivedays later. 

I The Hoover operation also 
lends support to the allegations 
of widespread and possibly il- 

- legal spying conducted by the 

I FBI against several radical ac- 
tivists involved in recent trials. 
The allegations have been made 
by defense lawyers who 
demanded access to relevant 

I FBI documents. 

In those cases, federal 
prosecutors have dropped the 
chargesrather than disclose the 
information. * "" ~* 



Another angl e U, tft c 
nrrrntom? of civil suits against 
I department and FBI officials 
. claiming damages for alleged 
violation of constitutional 
rights because of unjustified 
harassment. Two suits seeking 
nearly $30 million have filed in 
the last five mo nths. 

Justice DefrdrtMlfefn sources 

(acknowledge that FBI officials 
may have violated the law with 
some counterintelligence tac- 
| tics. But FBI officials have in- 
sisted in private meetings that 
no illegal orunconstitutional ac- 
honTW'rlaken. * " *"— » 
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/iKelley defends 
(Hoover action 
' on New Left 
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WASHINGTON (UPIt — 
I FBI Director Clarence Kelley 
I yesterday defended a "counter 
I intelligence" operation the 
| llalo Director J. Edgar Hoover 
fcsel up in <he late 1960s to "ex- 
pose" and "neutralize" New 
t^?ft extremist activities. 

Kelley said that while (he 
counter moves against the. 
New Ix'ft activists may be sub- 
ject to criticism now that 
"peace" has returned, the gov- 
ernment must have, some way 
to "meet I he challenge of (hose 
who use any means to foment 
revolution." 

"While such a counter intel- 
ligence program may not be 
the answer there must be 
some effective way for the 
federal government to meet 
ibr challenge . . ."he said. 

Kelley revealed he and Act- 
ing Attorney General Robert 
II. Bork have discussed the 
situation and agreed that a 
current rva I nation of the FBI's 
reaction to national security 
emergencies should continue. 

"Mr. Bork and I both feel 
that, perhaps additional legis- 
lation is required and this is 
being given thorough study," 
Kelley said. 

. The FBI made public Hoov- 
er memos about the project 
Thursday afler Bork decided 
not In appeal a U.S. District 
Court ruling thai NBC news- 
man Carl Stern was entitled to 
see the memos under the \%& 
Freedom of Information Act. 

One memo issued on May 



JO. MX, set up the project call- 
ed "Cointelpro — New Left*' 
and the other, daled April 28, $S 
1971. terminated the project 
Jwilhoiit explanation. The FBI 
did not make public any of the 
information gathered under 
the project. 
1 . Kelley said he wanted to ex- 
| plain Hoover's project further 
"because of the misconcep- 
tions, misapprehensions and 
false conclusions" that could 
be drawn from the partial dis- 
closure. 

He reviewed incidents of 
(he "atmosphere, of lawless- 
ness" — over 300 acts of arson, 
nine persons killed and almost 
600 injured on college cam- 
puses and threats lo sabotage 
power and water supplies and 
to disrupt transportation and 
communications. 



"Now in the context of a 

different era where peace has 

relumed . . . some may de- 

Iplorc and condemn the FBI's 

nse of » counter-intelligence 

(program." Kelley said. 

He sairl he shared the pub- 
lic's "deep concern about citi- 
zens' right lo privacy and 
preservation of all rights gath- 
er under the Constitution ..." 
but lie said I he late 1960s were 
a time when "a hardcore revo- 
lutionary movement which 
came to In* known as the 'New 
U*ft' set oid. in its own words, 
to bring the government, lo its 
knees through the use of force 
and violence.* 
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t\VASHlNGTON<UPI)-FBI 
Director Clarence M. Kelley 
defended Friday a "counterin- 
telligence" operation the late 

I J. Edgar Hoover set up in the 
late 1960s to "expose" and 
"neutralize" New Left extre- 
mist activitcs. 

I Kelley said that while the 
countermoves against the New 
Left activists may be subject to 
criticism now that "peace" has 
returned, the government must 
have some way to "meet the 
challenge of those who use any 
means to foment revolution.*" 
""While such a counter in- 
telligence program may not be 
the answer, there must be sornV" 
effective way for the federal 
government to meet the 
challenge..." 

I Kelley disclosed that he and 
Acting Atty. Gen. Robert H. 
Bnrk have discussed the situa- 
tion and agreed that an evalua- 
tion of the FBI's reaction to 
national security emergencies 
srfoulfl continue. 
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| The FBI made public Hoover 
memos about the project 
Thursday after Bork decided 
not to appeal a U.S. District 
Court ruling that NBC 
newsman Carl Stern was entitl- 
ed to see the memos under the 
1966 Freedom of Information 
Act. 

One memo issued on May 10, 
1968, set up the project called 
"COINTELPRO —New Left" 
and the other, dated April 28, 
1971, terminated the project 

I without explanation. The FBI 
did not make public any of the 
Information gathered under the 

- P r °J ect - - 

J^eiley said he wanted to ex- 
plain Hoover's project further 
"because of the misconcep- 
tions, misapprehensions and 
false conclusions" that could be 
drawn from the partial dis- 
closure. 

He reviewed incidents of the 
"atmosphere of lawlessness": 
more than 300 acts of .arson, 
nine persons killed and almo st 

"" 600 Injured on college "cfchv 
puses, and threats to sabotage 
power and water suppliesand to ' 
disrupt transportation and 
communications. 

"Now in the context of a dif- 
ferent era where peace has 
returned ... some may deplore 

J and condemn the FBI's use of a 
counterintelligence program," 

| Kelley said. 

He said he shared the public's 
"deep concern about citizens' 
right to privacy and preserva- 
tion of all rights under the Con- 
stitution" but he said the late 
1960s were a time when "a hard- 
core revolutionary movement 
which came to be known as the 
•New Left' set out, In Its own 
words, to bring the government 
to its kne es through the use of 
force and violence/ * » ■ ■ ** ■■ * 
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FBI War 

On (Left 

Revealed 

By Orr Kelley 

Star New* Staff Writrr 

The FBI on orders from J 
Edgar Hoover conducted ji 
secret nationwide campaign 
from May of 1968 until April 
1971 to "expose, disrupt, 
and otherwise neutralize" 
the New I,efi in America. • 

The widespread opera-; 
lion, stressing disruption 
rattier than intelligence- 
gathering, was known un- 
der the code name of 
^CQINTELPRO — New 
Lefj..' and was ordered in"a 
directive from Hoover to all 
58 FBI offices on May 10. 
1%K, i 

Then, abruptly and with- 
out explanation. Hoover on 
April 28, 19^. sent a second 
message to all FBI offices 
calling off the operation. 

HOOVER'S ORDER, all 

knowledge of which was to 
be kept hushed, was made, 
public yesterday after Act] 
ing.Atty. General Robert C.| 
Bork decided not to appeal) 
a district court case in 
which Carl Stern, a reporter 
for NBC news, had won the 
right, under the Freedom of 
Information Act, to see doc- 
uments connected with the 
operation. 

The second message re-; 
vcalcd the existence tit five 
or six other similar opera- 
tions dealing with espio- 
nage, thn disruption of 
white ha\e groups, the 
Communis Party U.S.A.. 
counterintelligence and 
special operations, black 
extremists, and the Social- 

.-, ;,ist Workers party- All these 
vtiperati0ns were :.or'dered 

Si • i p (i jj ed at the Mme ,t lme.£;ffi 

W&f; ''''"-':" " 



In his ortler. Hoover em- 
phasized that the New Left 
would be controlled by dis- 
ruption, rather than the 
traditional FBfrole <if gath- 
ering informal ton of crimi- 
nal activities/ He also or- 
dered spec ml agents in 
charge of offices across the 
country to use "reliable and 
cooperative news, media 
representatives" to expose 
"the devious maneuvers 
and duplicity of these activ- 
ities." 

•*You are cautioned," 
Hoover said in his message,, 
'that the nature of this new, 
endeavor is such that under 
no circumstances should thej 
existence of the program be 
made known outside the 
bureau and appropriate 
within office security should 
be afforded this sensitive! 
operation." 

In one sentence. Hoover 
directed that the FBI not 
only take advantage of all 
opportunities* for counterin- 
telligence but "also inspire] 
action in instances where] 
circumstances warrant. "j 
FBI officials refused to dis- 
cuss whether this phrase 
ordered the use of provaca- 
teurs within the New Left 
organizations. 

At that time, in the spring 
of 1968. there was growing 
concern about demonstra- 
tions protesting the Viet- 
nam war and violence be- 
lieved to have been caused 
by the New Left. 

THE ORDER WAS issued 
shortly after the assassina- 
tion of black civil rights 
leader Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. had provoked seri- 
ous disturbances in a num- 
ber of cities, including 
Washing! tin, and a month 
before the assassination of 
Robert Kennedy Hoover 
was being criticized at the 
time for what Appeared to 
some to be a failure of the 
FBI to move vigorously 
against th e New Le f t .ii'^ I 



Hoovers order went out 
shortly after t!ie Defense 
Department had* set up a 
special riot control center in 
an effort tffat later grew 
into a much-criticized army 
intelligence operation in- 
volving civilians. 

There was no explanation 
in the 1971 order ending the 
COINTELPRO operations. 
The order was issued less 
than two months after activ- 
ists had burglarized the FBI 
office at Media, Pa., and 
had begun distributing se- 
cret FBI documents to the 
news media. 

THERE WERE strong 
indications that Bork's deci- 
sion not to apSeal the order 
to make the documents pub 
be was vigorously, but un- 
successfully, Assisted by the 
FBI, now headed by Clar- 
ence M. KeUey. 
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! TBI War 
On Left 
Revealed 



By Orr Kelley 

Star Newt Staff Writer 

IThe FBI on orders from J. 
Edgar Hoover conducted a 
secret nationwide campaipn 
from May of 1968 until April 
1971 to "expose, disrupt, 
and otherwise neutralize" 
the New l,eft in America. 

The widespread opera- 
tion, stressing disruption 
rather than intelligence- 
gathering, was known un- 
der the code name of 
♦'COINTELPRO — New 
Left" and was ordered in a 
directive from Hoover to all 
| 58 FBI offices on May 10, 

I 968 - |^J 

Then, abruptly and with- 
out explanation. Hoover on : 
April 28, 1971, sent a second 

I message to all FBI offices 
calling off the operation. 

HOOVERS ORDER, all 
knowledge of which was to 
be kept hushed, was made 
public yesterday after Act- 
ing Atty. General Robert C. 
Bork decided not to appeal 
a district court case in 
which Carl Siern. a reporter 
for NBC news, had won the 
right, under the Freedom of] 
Information Act, to see doc- 
uments connected with the 
operatione — *.. s - a 

The second message re- 
vealed the existence of five 
or six other similar opera 
tions dealing with espio- 
nage, the disruption of 
white hate groups, the 
Communist Party U.S.A., 
counterintelligence and 
special operations, black 
extremists, and the Social- 
ist Workers party. All these 
operations were ordered 
ended at the same time. 

| In his order, Hoover em- 
phasized that the New Left 
would be controlled by dis- 
ruption, rather than the 

| traditional FBI role of gath- 
ering information of crimi- 
nal activities. He also or- 
dered special agents in 
charge of offices across the 
country to use "reliable and 
cooperative news media 
representatives" to expose 
"the devious man 



• 




and duplicity of these%ftfl 
itieV " * **. *„ 



yYpiL a/ e co utinr,o4 ,"| 
Hoover said in his message. | 
"that the nature of this new! 
endeavor is such that under j 
no circumstances should the| 
existence of the program be 
made, known outside the 
bureau and appropriate 
within office security should 
be afforded this sens itive 
operation." ~ i "~' 
I In one sentence, Hoover 
I directed that the FBI not 
only take advantage of all 
opportunities for counterin- 
telligence but "also inspire 
action in instances where 
circumstances warrant.** 
t FBI officials refused to dis- 
cuss whether this phrase 
ordered the use of provaca- 
teurs within the New Left 
organizations. 

At that t t f i nj; iii the spring 
of 1968, there was growing 
concern about demonstra- 
tions protesting the Viet- 
nam war and violence be- 
lieved to have been caused 
by the New Left. 

THE ORDER WAS issued 
shortly after the assassina 
lion of black civil rights 
leader Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. had provoked seri- 
ous disturbances in a num- 
ber of cities, including 
Washington, and a month 
before the assassination of 
| Robert Kennedy. Hoover 
was being criticized at the 
time f gr what appeared to 
some to be alailure of the 
I FBI to move vigorously 
against the New Left. 

Hoover's order went out 
shortly after the Defense 
Department had set up a 
special riot control center in 
an effort that later grew 
into a much-criticized army 
intelligence operation in- 
volving civilians. 

There was no explanation 
in the WtordeL&nding the 
COINTELPRO operations. 
The order was issued less 
than two months after activ- 
| ists had burglarized the FBI 
office at Media, Pa., and 
had begun distributing se- 
Jcret FBI documents to the 
news media. 

THERE WERE strong 
indications that Bork's deci- 
sion not to appeal the order 
lo make the documents pub- 
lic was vigorously, but un- 
successfully, resisted by the 
I FBI, now headed by Clar- 
I ence M. Kelley. , 
.<& ■' f^"* — — ■ 
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By Laurence Stern 

W»shln*Um Po«t BUM Writer 
|The late J. Edgar Hoover is- 
sued written orders to alt FBI 
offices in May, 1968, to 
"expose, disrupt and otherwise; 
neutralize** the New Leftj 
movement. 

He discontinued the cam- 
patgn without explanation 
three years later. • 

rrhe Hoover memoranda 
were made public yesterday 
by acting Attorney General 
Ulobcrt H. Boric after the Jus-; 
'tlee Department decided not 
to appeal a U.* S. District 
Court decision requiring pro-: 
ductlon of the documents.' 
NBC newsman Carl Stern 
sued for release of the Hoover 
memoranda under the Free- 
dom of Information Act. i 
i | Hoover directed that the dis- 
ruption program be carried 
out in heavy secrecy and that 
it be aimed at "disrupting the 
organized activity of these 
groups ... No opportunity 
should be missed to capitalize 
upon .organizational and per- 
sonal conflicts of their leader- 

ship** 

|The targets of the FBI 
counter-intelligence campaign; 
Iwere described by Hoover as 
"New Left organizations and 

key activists." - I 

The May 10, 1968, memo ; 
\ instructed: "The devious ma- 
| ncuvers and duplicity of these 

actfodsts-nifcst be exposed to 



public scrutiny through the co- 
operation of reliable news me- 
dia, both locally and at the 
seat of government" (Seat of 
government was Hoovcrese 
for Washington, D.C.). 

The directive charged ail 
bureau offices throughout, the 
nation with the responsibility 
for taking advantage "of all 
opportunities for counter-in- 
telligence and also inspire ac- 
Ition in instances where cir- 
cumstances warrant." 
I Hoover did not spell out the 
j specific nature of those ac- 
tions. 

« [Justice Department officials 
said there was no evidence in 
the agency's files that then-At- 
torney General Ramsey Clark 
approved or was even aware 
of the New Left counter-intel- 
ligence program. Stern's suit 
called for production of all 
documents that related to the 
campaign. 

In his memorandum launch- 
ing the campaign Hoover cau- 
tioned that "the nature of this 
new endeavor Is such that un- 
der no circumstances should! 
the existen ce of t he program I 
be made known outside the bu- 
reau and appropriate within- 
office security should be af- 
forded this sensitive opera- 
tion." 
He added: 

"The bureau has been very 
closely following the activities 
ofMhe<ii£W Left find the k ey 
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activists and is highly con- 
cerned that the anarchistic ac- 
tivities of a few can paralyze 
institutions of learning, Induc- 
tion centers, cripple traffic 
and tie the arms of law en- 
forcement officials to the det- 
riment of our society. 

"The organizations and ac- 
tivists who spout revolution 
and unlawfully challenge soci- 
ety to obtain their demands 
must not only be contained, 
but must be neutralized," he 
said. 

(Hoover's memo canceling 
the bureau's counter-intelli- 
gence effort, labeled by the 
laie director as "COINTEL- 
PROS," was issued on April 
2R, 1971. 

"Effective immediately," the 
director decreed, "all COIN- 
TELPROS operated by this 
bureau are discontinued." Ho 
enumerated specifically pro- 
grams against espionage, the 
New Left, white hate groups, 
the Communist Party USA, 
black extremists and the. So- 
cialist Workers Party disrupt 
tionpjo^ram. .,.,., ; 

uuring the year prior to the 



: cancellation relations between 
(Hoover and the Nixon admin- 
istration grew severely 
►strained. Hoover was privately 
criticized In controversial 
memoranda of former White 
House domestic security ad- 
viser Tom Charles Huston for 
having been ineffective in 
dealing with internal security 
matters. 
President Nixon announced 

east May that because of Hoo- 
er's objections he canceled 
a July 15, 1970, decision memo- 
randum authorizing electronic 
surveillance, mail Inspection, 
break-ins and intensified in- 
former tactics against Ameri- 
can citizens and U.S. groups in 
domestic intelligence opera- 
tions. 

; (Release of the two Hoover 
.memoranda yesterday was the 
(first time the Justice Depart- 
»ment released documents in a 
i Freedom of Information Act 
j challenge. Bork said, "The law 
| and the public policy ex- 
■ pressed in the Freedom of In- 
formal ion Act did not warrant 
j app ealing. tfr e District Court 
'decisrortr-^ * .■,.!■- 
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• The FBI made public a memo the late 
J. Edgar Hoover wrote In May 1068 ordering a 
counterintelligence program "to expose, dis- 
rupt and otherwise neutralize" New Left orga- 
nizations and their leaders. Ho canceled the 
lope ration In April 1971. The FBI released the 
memo niter lonlng a suit by an NBC newsman 
under the Freedom of Information Act. 

— ^ — * •. . ' s . ... - -t fe 9 



The Washington Post 
Times Herald . 



The Evening Star (Washington) 
The Sunday Star (Washington) _ 

Daily News (New York) 

Sunday News (New York) , 
New York Post : 



The New York Times 

The Daily World 

The New Lender 



The Wall Street Journal JL 

The National Observer 

People's World :.-- 



DBte DEC 7 W3 



Fan:/, £//<J3K< -.'.-. 
WJKtrS l» r : ' ,:: "' , ' :V ' 



t> 



& " 



• '" ..'/r'W/'.' , 



FD-3S0 (Re*. 7-16-63) 



o/ 



Hoovers 
Spying on 
Left Told 

WASHINGTON (AP) - The! 
J-'BI marshaled a three-year 
nationwide > counter Intellig- 
ence program "to expose, dis- 
rupt and otherwise neutralize" 
iwhat the late J. Edgar Hoove i 
called the Vnew left move 
ment," according to interna 
memos made public Thursday 

(Hoover directed all FBI of- 
fices on May SO. 1968. to launch 
an attack against groups and 
individuals, "who spout revolu- 
tion and unlawfully challenge 
society to obtain their de- 
mands." Hoover terminated 
that project and several other 
counterintelligence 

f>rograms without explanation 
n a directive to FBI offices on 
April 28. 1971. 

In the three-page memo es- 
tablishing the program and the 
brief notice terminating it. Hoo- 
ver never defined or identified 
specific organizations or indi- 
viduals subject to Ihc spying 
program. 

rThe FBI released copies o( 
Uir memos after Ailing Alty. 
Len. Robert H Botk d^ided 
not to appeal \ federal court 
order requiring the memos to 
be given to NBC television 
newsman Carl Stern, who had 
filed suit to obtain them under 
the Freedowr of Informal inn 

Act- y 

J In the "1968 memo. Hoover in* 

Klructed FBI offices to open an 

active file on the "New I^eft 

movement and its key activ- 
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Hoover Wa^^om 1 ^ 



By, Laurence Stern 

Wufhliiaion Po*t 8Uf( Writer 



The late J. Edgar Hoover Is- 
sued written orders to all FBI 
offices in May. 1968, to 
"expose, disrupt and otherwise 
neutralize" the New ' Left 
movement. 

He dsicontlnuecl llie cam- 
paign without explanation 
three years later. 

The Hoover memoranda 
were made public yesterday 
by acting Attorney General 
Hubert H. Bork after the .lus- 
lice Department decided not 
to appeal a U. S. District 
Court decision requiring pro- 
duction of the documents. 
NBr newsman Carl Stern 
sued for release of the Hoover 
memoranda under the Free 
dom of Information Act. 

Hoover directed that the dis- 
ruption program be carried 
out In heavy secrecy and that 
it be aimed at "disrupting the 
organized activity of these 
groups ... No opportunity 
should be missed to capitalize, 
upon organisational and per- 
sonal conflicts of their leader- 
ship." 

The targets of the FBI 
counter-in lei licence campaign 
were described by Hoover as 
"New heft organizations and 

kev activists." 

The May 10. 1900. memo 
instructed: "1 he devious ma- 
neuvers and duplicity of these 
activists muslbe exposed to 
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bUHK SAID IN REACHING THE DECISION HE DETERMINED 'THE LAW AN"). THE 

THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT DID NOT- . . 
AFFEALING THE 'DlSTkXCT COURT DECISION, •" HUSWEtf SAID, ,'--*. .:\ 
PORK'S DECISION WAS UNANIMOUSLY CONCURRED IN EY THE JUSTICE •/. " 
RTMFNT'S CIVIL DIVISION, ITS FREEDOM OF INFORMATION COMMI TTEE AND 
SOLICITOR GENERAL'S OFFICE, HUSHEN SAI D. : -■■ 

HUSHEN SAID THE WHITE HOUSE WAS NOTIFIED ABOUT THE DECISION "A / 
COUPLE OF DAYS AGO" 2UT A FORMAL NOTICE DID NOT GO TO STERN'S. LAWYER 
UNTIL LATE WEDNESDAY. STERN IS NOW FREE TO PICK UP THE DOCUMENTS,. ■• 
HUSHEN SAID. ,. ,# ' "•.;.,;;;■-.,.,• 
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)Press Center 
fSues to Get 
FBI Papers 

The newly formed Press In- 
formation Center filed its first 
Freedom of Information Act 
suit yesterday on behalf of a 
broadcast reporter seeking in- 
formation on alleged FBI 
counter-intelligence activities 
against the New Left. 

The center was established 
Jointly by the National Press 
Club and Ralph Nader's Cen- 
ter for the Study of Responsi- 
ble Law. 

The suit was filed on behalf 
of Carl D. Stern, an NBC News 
reporter who has been trying 
since 1971 to pet FBI and Jus- 
tice Department documents 
relating to "ColntelproNew 
Left*" 

A statement released by the 
press Information Center said 
Stern began his investigation 
when he saw a Justice Depart- 
ment document instructing 
FBI agents to mail anonymous 
letters urging colleges "to take 
decisive action against the 
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